A rare case of intravascular lymphoma diagnosed on bone marrow trephine.
Intravascular lymphoma (IVL) is an extremely rare form of extra-nodal non-Hodgkins lymphoma characterised by the proliferation of neoplastic lymphocytes within the lumina of small arteries, veins and capillaries. The great majority of reported cases appear to be of B cell lineage. There is a wide variation in clinical presentation, and multiple organs are usually affected. We report a case of a 67-year-old man who presented with constitutional symptoms and neurological deficit and was diagnosed following bone-marrow trephine. His disease responded to polychemotherapy treatment but he died 15 months after diagnosis. This case in unusual in that it is generally felt that bone marrow is relatively spared until late in the disease and is often not clearly demonstrable histologically. In addition, this case supports the limited data that responses can be obtained following polychemotherapy treatment, although the prognosis remains generally poor.